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Australasian Region—Duncan Cabassi
Sinnamon Park, QLD, Australia 
M: +61 0424 844 807
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Peter Borcherds
Cookham Dean
United Kingdom
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org

Lone Star Region—Donna Orr               
2625 Rolling Meadows Dr.
Rockwall, TX 75087
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (972) 342-8598   

Mid-Central Region—David Neff
5479 Chestnut Hill Dr.
Willoughby, OH 44094
H: (440) 269-1229 e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region — Brad Slone MMR®

PO Box 313 
Dixon, MO 65459.  
H: (573) 308 7144
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Scott Unger
115 S 22nd Street
Allentown, PA 18104-6400
C: (610) 462-0756
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bob McGeever
309 W Randolph St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
H: (608) 873-4529  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Gerald Arends
165 Eighth Ave
Kitchener, ON, N2C1S5, Canada
(226) 476-1801  e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—Richard (Rich) 
Mahaney; 316 Arnstrom Drive
PO Box 265, Gobles, MI 49055
H: (269) 214-4221 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 5/30/2024

Northeastern Region—Ed O’Rourke, MMR®

5193 Pointe East Drive
Jamesville, NY 13078
H: (315) 247-0494 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Frank Markovich, MMR®

1904 Chula Vista Dr.
Belmont, CA  94002-3622
H: (408) 505-2727 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jeff  Herrmann
PO Box 1012
Rathdrum, ID 83858
H: (714) 651-3903 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Pat Raymer
2655 El Caminito
La Crescenta, CA 91214
H: (818) 957-7351 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Gary Myers
e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Roy Masterson
3502 Glendon Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37411-4114
H: (423) 227-0334 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Andy Zimmerman
Tallahassee, FL 32309
C: 850-524-4399
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region— Art Suel
14500 Alabama Ave 
Savage, MN 55378
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

NMRA Canada President—Ed Molenkamp
Edmonton Alberta T5M 2M9 
e-mail: presca@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

e-mail: hq@nmra.org
Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)

Mail: P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: (423) 892-2846 Fax: (423) 899-4869
e-mail: hq@nmra.org

Library - 
423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Michael Hohn, MMR®

Morgantown, WV 26501-4535
(304) 296-6303
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
John Stevens
Tyrone, GA 30290
H: (770) 632-0753 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department 
Manager —
Gert “Speed” Muller
Murphy, TX 75094-3524 
(469) 345-0022 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: (801) 613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
VACANT
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings & Trade Show Department 
Manager — VACANT
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Riley Triggs 
Austin, TX 78704 H: (512) 636-3521
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Standards & Conformance Department
Manager — Andy Zimmerman 
Tallahassee, FL 32309
C: 850-524-4399
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Region Secretaries: send all 
changes in Region officer infor-
mation to the NMRA Secretary:

secy@nmra.org.

2024 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Long Beach, California August 4 – 11, 2024 (https://surfliner2024.org/)

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org
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MMR EARNED

Robert Ray
Earns 

Master Model Railroader® #761

I grew up in the Irvington district of  
Fremont, California. My best child-

hood memories were of  both model and 
prototype trains. I spent many summer 
days exploring the remnants of  Western 
Pacific and Southern Pacific structures 
along the tracks at the end of  Blacow 
Road. An old boarded-up freight depot 
was our fort, accessed through a floor 
hatch. It was fully furnished with chairs, 
a desk where we kept pencils and crayons, 
an old freight scale on which we weighed 
ourselves, and an old-time icebox we kept 
full of  Cokes. 

We would draw and color until the 
trains came through, at which point all 
of  us kids would crawl out and watch the 
trains barrel by. Many of  the trains go-
ing through carried cars from either the 
Ford plant in Milpitas or the GM plant 
in Fremont, and we could see all the car 
colors through the open autoracks.

I had a Lionel train set under my bed 
at home, and I would run it while lying on 
the floor, pretending to be riding the train 
and looking out the windows. By the time 
I was a teen, I had built a 4x8-foot HO 
scale layout in the garage that had some 
store-bought foam mountains, as well as 
mountains and tunnels I made from canvas 
strips dipped in white glue and sprinkled 
with dyed sawdust for grass. Houses were 

built from toothpicks and coffee stirrers, 
and I had some LifeLike kits and trees. 
My mom worked in electronics and would 
bring home assorted LEDs, grain-of-rice 
bulbs, and other miniature electronics, so 
I made mini light-up interiors and signs on 
my buildings. It was wonderful. 

After high school, I entered the semi-
conductor industry, where I stayed for a 
40-year career. When I bought my first 
home in 1982, I built an N-scale layout in 
the garage. N-scale was becoming popular 
with young modelers, and it was an excit-

ing time to be in N, as it seemed that what-
ever model you scratchbuilt or kitbashed, 
you were the first person who ever did it 
in N. I modeled N-scale for the next 20 
years until the dot-com bubble burst, and 
the U.S. semiconductor industry looked 
to be dying. I created a website at http://
raybob.boche.net/, where I could share my 
modeling journey with anyone interested, 
and even though it has not been updated 
in decades, it is still up today. 

Finding myself  out of  work, I decid-
ed to start a home business until I could 
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land a suitable job in my field. In 2003, I 
purchased a professional 35W CO2 la-
ser engraver. I started cutting architec-
tural models, but business was slow, so I 
switched gears and decided to make laser 
kits to sell to hobby shops. I created a 
line of  HO- and N-scale wooden caboose 
kits. The N-scale kits really took off, and I 
continued producing them for a few more 
years. Meanwhile, I received a call from 
my laser seller, notifying me of  a new 1.5-
inch focus lens that would allow even finer 
results with my laser, so I made a caboose 
kit for Z-scale. Once I posted photos on 
the internet, I was contacted by all kinds 
of  Z-scalers asking me to please make it 
into a kit. 

I met several local Z-scale modelers 
online, and we decided to start a Z-Bend 
Track modular railroad club, where we 
ran the trains with wireless NCE DCC. 
This venue allowed us to show all the new 
Z-scale models and kits available, and also 
show the world that Z-scale was a serious 
modeler’s scale. If  you can do it in O and 
HO, you can do it in Z! The club attracted 
some excellent modelers and electronics 
gurus. At about that time, Micro-Trains 
Line and American Z Line started produc-
ing Z-scale cars and flywheel-equipped 
locomotives, forever changing the scope 
of  Z-scale modeling. 

Around the same time, I entered 
Z-scale. I became interested in the NMRA 
and started taking some Z-scale models 
to local meets. I attended a clinic by Jack 
Burgess, who was our local Achievement 
Program chair, and he explained how 
model judging was done, how to describe 
your efforts under each of  the five judg-
ing categories to get the best scores, and 
how to back it with plans, drawings, and 

photos. I scratchbuilt a Northern Pacific 
1600-series caboose in Z and took it to a 
meet where it scored 117 points.

Building a merit-scoring model was a 
very good feeling, mainly because none of  
the other modelers in the Region modeled 
Z Scale. Only one other guy there, Tom 
Knapp, seemed to appreciate the work 
required to make a contest-quality model 
of  this size. Tom’s work was a true inspira-
tion. I decided one day I wanted to earn 
my Master Model Railroader® certificate, 
but I wanted to do the whole process with 
Z-scale modeling.

I had won some module contests, but 
I was not participating in the Achievement 
Program’s contests for lack of  time. I was 
too busy building modules for train shows 
in my spare time and producing a line of  
Z-scale laser kits, including my kit line and 
OEM kits for Ztrack Magazine, Stonebridge 
Models, and   Micro-Trains Line, from 
2008 to 2012.

In 2012, I was promoted to Laser 
Spike Anneal System Specialist at my 
day job at Ultratech Inc. I no longer had 
time to produce laser kits, so I stopped 
all modeling until after my retirement in 
2018. After retiring, I moved to the Boise, 
Idaho, area to be near family and rejoined 
the NMRA. Having collected books and 
historical information on the Northern 
Pacific Railway for decades, I started plan-
ning a set of  T-TRAK Z modules to fea-
ture the ghost town of  Lester, Washington, 
as it appeared in the 1950s. 

After dismantling my teenage HO-
scale layout in the 1970s, all successive 
layouts I built were to be modular so I 
could take them apart for moving. When 
I started building Z-scale modules, I fol-
lowed the Z-Bend Track format, but over 

the years, I 
found the 
m o d u l e s 
grew too 
heavy, large, 
difficult, and 
painful to set 
up at shows. 
I gave all 
but one of  
my mod-
ules to an 
active mod-
eler in the 
Colorado Z 
Scale Model 
Railroading 
Group. This 

way, the modules could live on, and see-
ing my old modules running trains at the 
2023 NMRA National Train Show in 
Grapevine, Texas, was very satisfying. I 
needed lighter and smaller modules to deal 
with going forward, so I decided to model 
using the T-TRAK Z format.

I had built hundreds of  Z-scale mod-
els over the years. I showed some of  them 
to local modelers Clyde Queen, Jr., and 
Bob Parrish, who told me I had enough 
models to earn several AP certificates 
based on what they had seen so far. I 
started doing the paperwork to support 
the models and soon earned certificates 
of  achievement. Within a few short years, 
I built a prototypical representation of  the 
Lester, Washington, yard. Once the mod-
ules were completed, I wrote an article 
for Ztrack Magazine with a sufficient page 
count to add to other articles and website 
work to earn my Model Railroad - Author 
certificate.

 Prior to earning Author, I earned 
certificates for Master Builder – Scenery,  
Structures, Prototype Models, Motive 
Power, Cars, and Model Railroad Engineer 
– Electrical. For all the modules built over 
the years, I had enough square footage for 
a Golden Spike Award. 

What’s next? I just finished building 
a 16x20-foot train shed in my backyard. 
It’s insulated, heated, and cooled, and I 
am drawing plans for an around-the-room 
module shelf  system with island outcrops. 
The modular layout is called “Vignettes of  
the Northern Pacific,” as I plan on adding 
modules representing the stations along 
the Northern Pacific Railway between 
Lester and Cle Elum, Washington — not 
all in the same year, but rather built to 
the most interesting timeframe of  each 
location based on photos I’ve seen. Most 
will be as prototypical as possible, but 
there will be a fictional town where I can 
place my ever-growing collection of  pro-
totypical 1960s businesses and structures. 
Look through the Z-scale forum pages of  
Trainboard.com to see more.

Certificates Earned 
Robert Ray, MMR® #761

Master Builder – Scenery 
Master Builder – Structures

Master Builder – Prototype Models
Master Builder – Motive Power

Master Builder – Cars
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Model Railroad AuthorAbove: Robert Ray’s 2023 Gold Award winning Z-scale C&NW scratchbuilt boxcab. Yes, 
that’s a dime in front for size! — Paul Voelker photo
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
APRIL 2024

Golden Spike

Mid-Central Region
Thomas Gaus, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Mid-Eastern Region
G. Thomas Todd, Cape May Court 
House, New Jersey
William Wallace, Cape May Court House, 
New Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
Tim Bristow, Spokane, Washington
Harvey Crowder, Richland, Washington
Nick Lehrbach, Roseburg, Oregon

Southeastern Region
Vito Volpe, Cordova, Tennessee

Thousand Lakes Region
Jason Seliger, Hudson, Iowa

Master Builder – Cars

Mid-Eastern Region
John Pursell, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
Drew James, Clay, New York

Master Builder – Structures

Mid-Central Region
Roy Allan, Terrace Park, Ohio

Mid-Eastern Region
Greg Cassidy, Silver Spring, Maryland

Midwest Region
David Mashino, Kokomo, Indiana

Pacific Northwest Region
Tim Bristow, Spokane, Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
Doug Jolly, Riverton, Utah

Southeastern Region
Jerry LaChapelle, Memphis, Tennessee

Master Builder – Scenery

Australasia Region
Patrick Britten, Ambleside, Tasmania, 
Australia

Lone Star Region
Cliff  Cheeseman, Pasadena, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Dale Shipman, Kansas City, Missouri

Pacific Coast Region
Paul Deis, Paso Robles, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Tim Bristow, Spokane, Washington

Master Builder – Prototype Models

Mid-Continent Region
Greg Gramlich, Wentzville, Missouri

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil

Australasia Region
Patrick Britten, Ambleside, Tasmania, 
Australia

Mid-Central Region
Kenneth Hanawalt, McMurray, 
Pennsylvania

Pacific Coast Region
Paul Deis, Paso Robles, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Tim Bristow, Spokane, Washington

Model Railroad Engineer–
Electrical

Australasia Region
Patrick Britten, Ambleside, Tasmania, 
Australia

Lone Star Region
Cliff  Cheeseman, Pasadena, Texas

Pacific Coast Region
Paul Deis, Paso Robles, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Tim Bristow, Spokane, Washington
Kevin Chain, Pullman, Washington

Chief Dispatcher

Lone Star Region
Steve Jackobs, Austin, Texas

Mid-Central Region
Robert E. Lee, Reynoldsburg, Ohio

Niagara Frontier Region
Keith Stamper, Port Colborne, Ontario, 
Canada

Pacific Northwest Region
Kevin Chain, Pullmann, Washington

Thousand Lakes Region
Damian Kostron, Woodbury, Minnesota

Association Official

Australasia Region
Patrick Britten, Ambleside, Tasmania 
Australia
Trevor Phillips, Murrumba Downs, 
Queensland, Australia

Mid-Eastern Region
Scott Unger, Allentown, Pennsylvania

Association Volunteer

Australasia Region
Duncan Cabassi, Sinnamon Park, 
Queensland, Australia

Mid-Central Region
Sam Delauter, Hurricane, West Virginia
Richard (Dale) Osburn, Culladen, West 
Virginia

Mid-Eastern Region
Charles Liggett, Fort Washington, 
Pennsylvania

Midwest Region
Newman Atkinson, Terre Haute, Indiana

Pacific Northwest Region
Tim Bristow, Spokane, Washington
Kevin Chain, Pullmann, Washington
Bob Morris, Poulsbo, Washington

Southeastern Region
Roberta Dean, Crossville, Tennessee
Patrick Taylor, Crossville, Tennessee

Model Railroad Author

Pacific Northwest Region
Robert Ray, Meridian, Idaho

Master Model Railroader®

MMR® #761, Robert Ray, Meridian, 
Idaho

MMR® #762, Drew James, Clay, New 
York

AP QUESTIONS: If  you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region AP man-
ager. If  you still have questions, contact 
Frank Koch at achiev@nmra.org.


