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e-mail: museum@nmra.org
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Region Secretaries: send all 
changes in Region officer infor-
mation to the NMRA Secretary:

secy@nmra.org.

2024 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Long Beach, California August 4 – 11, 2024 (https://surfliner2024.org/)

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
March 2024

Golden Spike

Mid-Central Region
Craig Butler, North Ridgeville, Ohio

Mid-Continent Region
Dale Shipman, Kansas City, Missouri

Mid-Eastern Region
Andrew Stitt, New London, North 
Carolina

Pacific Northwest Region
Greg Amer, Sequim, Washington
Mark McNaghten, Colbert, Washington
Paul Schmidt, Kent, Washington

Pacific Southwest Region
Jay Styron, Fallbrook, California

Sunshine Region
Curt Ayers III, Bonita Springs, Florida

Master Builder - Cars

Australasia Region
Kelvin Sherson, Whitby, Poriua, Well, 
New Zealand

Mid-Central Region
Donald Cipolla, Hurricane, West Virginia

Pacific Coast Region
Dave Croshere, Sebastopol, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Laurence Baxter, Liberty Lake, 
Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
Doug Jolley, Riverton, Utah

Thousand Lakes Region
Kenneth Borowski, Eagan, Minnesota

Master Builder - Structures

Mid-Central Region
Roy Allan, Terrace Park, Ohio

Pacific Northwest Region
Jeffrie Herrmann, Rathdrum, Idaho

Rocky Mountain Region
Lowell Didas, Taylorsville, Utah

Master Builder - Scenery

Mid-Central Region
Kenneth Hanawalt, McMurray, 
Pennsylvania

Pacific Northwest Region
Mark McNaghten, Colbert, Washington

Pacific Southwest Region
Jay Styron, Fallbrook, California

Rocky Mountain Region
Doug Jolley, Riverton, Utah
Robert Rothgery, Aurora, Colorado

Southeastern Region
Jan Novack, Fairfield Glade, Tennessee
Thomas Smallcross, Crossville, Tennessee

Master Builder - Prototype Models

Mid-Central Region
Donald Cipolla, Hurricane, West Virginia

Rocky Mountain Region
Doug Jolley, Riverton, Utah

Model Railroad Engineer - Civil

Mid-Central Region
Stan White, Louisville, Kentucky

Mid-Eastern Region
Daniel Fisher, Cary, North Carolina

Southeastern Region
Robert Bell, Waynesville, North Carolina

Model Railroad Engineer - 
Electrical

Australasia Region
David Howarth, MMR, Dural, New 
South Wales, Australia

Mid-Eastern Region
Daniel Fisher, Cary, North Carolina

North Central Region
Stephen Harsh, Okemos, Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Jeffrie Herrmann, Rathdrum, Idaho

Southeastern Region
Robert Bell, Waynesville, North Carolina

Chief Dispatcher

Australasia Region
David Howarth, MMR, Dural, New 
South Wales, Australia

Mid-Eastern Region
Andrew Stitt, New London, North 
Carolina

Pacific Southwest Region
Mike Guinn, Williams, Arizona

Association Official

North Central Region
Andrew Keeney, Dewitt, Michigan

Association Volunteer

Australasia Region
John Arrowsmith, Bowen Mountain, 
NSW, Australia

Mid-Central Region
Kenneth Hanawalt, McMurray, 
Pennsylvania

Mid-Continent Region
Todd Petersen, Minden, Nebraska

Midwest Region
Newman Atkinson, Terre Haute, Indiana
Robert J. Perry, Avon, Indiana

North Central Region
Andrew Keeney, Dewitt, Michigan

Northeastern Region
John Feraca, MMR, Shirley, New York

Model Railroad Author

Mid-Eastern Region
Greg Cassidy, Silver Spring, Maryland

Master Model Railroader®

MMR® #760 Donald Cipolla, Hurricane, 
West Virginia

AP QUESTIONS: If  you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region AP man-
ager. If  you still have questions, contact 
Frank Koch at achiev@nmra.org.



52  NMRA Magazine  

MMR EARNED

Phillip Burnside
Earns 

Master Model Railroader® #754

I started building wooden craftsmen kits 
with my father in the 1970s. We lived 

in Baltimore, Maryland, and had a small, 
5x10-foot layout in the basement. Modeling 
trains was our shared hobby, and the layout 
was mostly the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 
I developed a lot of  my modeling skills 
as a member of  the Baltimore Society of  
Model Engineers, which I joined in 1978.

Due to space limitations during my 
young adult years, I spent a lot of  time pho-
tographing prototype trains and building 
models of  cars and engines. Because my 
work took me to many locations, I pho-
tographed trains whenever and wherever 
possible. Many of  my photographs will be 
listed if  you “Google” my name. But still 
no layout for me at this point.

I got into steel mill modeling in 2000 
after I got a chance to go through the U.S. 
Steel Edgar Thomson Works and take pic-
tures of  the major parts of  the mill. Based 
on this new area of  interest, I started pur-
chasing the appropriate Walthers kits and 
trying to add more detail to them based on 
my photographs. The blast furnace model 
I built moved from Pittsburgh to California 
to my present home.

Eventually, I moved to the central 
Indiana area, close enough to the Big Four 
Yard in Avon that I could hear it from my 
home. 

In 2010, I bought a large home with 
a basement and an attached apartment. 
In 2011, my father moved to Avon to live 
with us and joined me in building our 
first large layout that eventually took over 
the entire basement. The track even goes 
behind our washer and dryer. It includes 
a cement plant, coal mine, farm, town, a 
rolling mill (based on the mill in Irwin, 
Pennsylvania), the Clairton coke works, the 
Edgar Thomson steel mill, the Conneaut 
ore docks, and an ore boat (the SS Arthur 
M. Anderson).

At the same time, I got into 3D-printing 
to build models of  items not commercially 
available in kits. I started by printing a lot 
of  small items for details. In those days, 
3D-printers were expensive, and the smaller 
ones were the only option for home use.

In 2015, I became a board member 
of  the new Steel Mill Modelers Special 

Interest Group (SIG). For my first highly 
detailed project, I built an animated model 
of  the blowing engines used to push high 
volumes of  air into the blast furnace. I 
entered it into the 2016 NMRA National 
Convention model contest, and it became 
my first merit award-winning model. The 
model also won the NMRA Dean Freytag 
industrial structure award. That same year, 
my 3D-printed model of  an electric shunt 
locomotive won first place in the diesel and 
other locomotives category, as well as the 
Bachmann Innovation award. Attending 
my first national convention and winning 
these awards set me on the road to Master 
Model Railroader®. 

That year’s convention also included 
our home on the layout tours, and more 
than 75 visitors came to our house by bus.

I ran into problems with 3D-printing 
because it was difficult for some people to 
accept these models as scratchbuilt, which 
needed recognition for the personal ef-
fort and skills involved in making a model 
this way. There was quite a learning curve 
and prejudices to overcome. Sometimes 
I had to be patient, and sometimes I had 
to go to other Regions for judging, but I 
persevered. Over time and with expanding 
knowledge, 3D-printed models became 
accepted by the majority of  the NMRA 
community. 

In 2017, the Steel Mill Modelers held 
its annual meet in Merrillville, Indiana. 
One of  the hotel’s guests just happened 
to be a Nucor Steel executive, and he saw 
our banner on the other side of  the lobby 

area. He approached our then-president, 
Bill Wolf, which began a new relation-
ship for the SIG. Nucor asked us to cre-
ate a model of  its Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
plant and allowed me to visit the plant to 
photograph the equipment and facilities. 
That collaboration resulted in a 16-foot 
model that traveled to Rapid City, South 
Dakota; Kent, Ohio; the plant and museum 
in Crawfordsville; and the 2018 NMRA 
National Convention in Kansas City, where 
it won the Merit Award and Fantasonics 
Engineering “Model Most Deserving of  
Sound” award.

The Nucor project also resulted in a 
book. I thought it would just be articles 
for the Steel Mill Modelers Journal, but there 
was too much information. As a result, I 
wrote the Modern Steel Mini-Mill Details for 
the Modeler. My wife did the editing and 
graphics layout, so it became a labor of  
love. 

I finished my seventh and eighth 
Certificates by taking 13 cars and four lo-
comotives to the 2023 NCR Convention 
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. I plan to complete 
all 11 Certificates.

I am still on the Board of  the Steel Mill 
Modelers, and I also serve as the Paymaster 
for the CID of  the NMRA. I am also a 
Board Member At Large for the Midwest 
Region.

I often write articles for the Steel Mill 
Modeler SIG quarterly Journal, and these 
articles include my 3D creations so others 
can see how things are built. My wife is the 
editor and graphic designer. She had to add 
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me as the “technical advisor” because she 
does not speak railroad. We now have the 
time to travel and aim to take as many train 
and industrial photographs as possible.

I am still working, and my duties in-
clude mentoring young engineers as they 
learn to apply the skills they acquired in 
college to real-world situations. I intend 
to do the same for new modelers as they 
learn not only model railroading, but also 
master modeling skills.

Certificates Earned 
Phillip Burnside, MMR® #754

Master Builder – Cars 
Master Builder - Structures
Master Builder - Scenery 

Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical
Chief Dispatcher 

Association Volunteer
Model Railroad Author

MMR EARNED

Don Cipolla
Earns 

Master Model Railroader® #760

Like many of  the MMR® biographies, 
my model railroading introduction oc-

curred at an early age. I have photos of  me 
at 11 months old standing among my dad’s 
annual Christmas tree Lionel layout. As the 
years progressed, the operation increased 
in size, reaching a point where some fur-
niture had to be removed from the living 
room for the holidays. Dad constructed 
many scale buildings from balsa; amazingly, 
a few survived heavy use by three boys and 
numerous grandchildren. I have a coaling 
tower he built and one of  his 1950s Santa 
Fe Lionel passenger trains on a guest room 
display shelf.

My dad instilled in me a “pay atten-
tion to detail” mentality — probably why I 
like researching and modeling as accurately 
as possible. When I began commuting to 
the University of  Illinois – Chicago for my 
chemical engineering education, Dad sug-
gested building a layout in the basement 
and I jumped at the chance. We chose HO 
scale plan No. 48 in Kalmbach’s “101 Track 
Plans For Model Railroaders” because it 
fit the available space. The track plan was 
based on Nevada’s Virginia & Truckee 
Railroad. 

We dove in headfirst by deciding to 
hand-lay track. I am unsure if  wood ties 
were available then, but our method was 
to cut thousands of  wood matchsticks to 
tie length. A tool & die maker by trade, my 
dad soon had filing, soldering, and spiking 
jigs for No. 6 turnout parts. He even built 
a rail-bending jig that made laying curves 
easier by not wrestling with the rail. I’m still 
using those tools 45-plus years later.

A move to Ohio after graduation to 
begin my engineering career doomed my 
first layout, but my enthusiasm for V&T 

continued to grow. My wife Chris and I 
started searching for a house, educating 
the real estate agent about the real pur-
pose of  a basement. While I had joined 
the NMRA in college, I wasn’t active. 
An invitation to a Mid-Central Region – 
Division 1 meeting propelled me to learn 
what the NMRA had to offer. I soon found 
myself  responsible for Division 1’s 1988 
MCR convention layout tour (in the days 
before Google Maps). Editorship of  the 
Division 1 monthly Peddler Freight news-
letter came next. These projects brought 
me to the beginning of  my MMR® journey 
when I received the Association Volunteer 
certificate in 1992.

About this time, our 8-year-old son 
Tim’s fascination with aviation led the fam-
ily into the R/C flying hobby. Layout con-
struction slowed because we had so much 
fun at the flying field as a family. Soon, a 
yearlong production plant construction 
project in West Virginia had me commuting 

home on some weekends in the mid-1990s 
with nothing getting done in the basement. 
The V&T layout in our Ohio home was dis-
mantled in 1997 when we were transferred 
to the production plant in West Virginia. To 
my shock, I learned that most houses in our 
area did not have basements, and none were 
available during our one-week house hunt.

Model aviation continued as our family 
hobby throughout our son’s high school 
years. He went on to earn an aviation degree 
in 2005 from Southern Illinois University. 
He’s now a captain for Southwest Airlines. 
This entire time without a layout was not 
train-free — I continued to acquire more 
books and conduct more research on the 
V&T.

In 2009, I decided to pick up model 
railroading again. I chose the 1875 V&T 
as my era because the “Big Bonanza” was 
near its peak. I had been preparing draw-
ings and collecting information for three 
decades, so I eagerly jumped back in. I like 
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Small Space eBulletin ads
Version 2

12/23/14  Leone

Finding Members Only Content 
on the NMRA Website

Looking for some great how-to modeling videos? Like 
to watch clinics from past NMRA conventions presented by 
some of  the best modelers in the world? Maybe you’d like to 
watch some professional model railroad videos, or read the ar-
chive of  modeling articles featured in the Division 

Business Car Column under the NMRA@HOME icon. (See the 
second screen grab below). All this and more is waiting for you in 
the Members Only section of  the NMRA website at NMRA.org. 

The first thing to do is register. It only takes a few minutes. 
First, click on the words “Member Log-In/Registration” on the right side 

of  the red bar at the top of  the page, which will open a new page. Next, click 
on the blue bar that says, “Need a username? Register now.” You will be taken 
to a page called “User Account.” Enter a username and your email address, 
then click on the blue bar that says “Create New Account.” You’ll see a mes-
sage that says an email confirmation has been sent to your inbox. Follow the 
instructions in the email to set your new password. That’s it!

Now whenever you go to the NMRA webpage, you can access all the 
Members Only content you want. Just click the “Member Log-In/Registration” 
heading on the red bar, enter your username and password, Click “Log In” and 
you’re there! For Division Business Car readers there’s even a shortcut. Just click 
on the link you’ll find in the NMRA Turntable, the e-publication that arrives 
every month in your inbox. 

Now go ahead and access all the special content from the NMRA website 
only members can enjoy. It’s all waiting for you at NMRA.org.

trestle bridges, so I started big — V&T’s 
Gold Hill Crown Point Trestle (CPT). The 
bridge measures 351 feet long and 85 feet 
tall, and I built it to 100 percent HO scale, 
detailing it as accurately as possible. It con-
tains 2,000-plus pieces of  scale lumber and 
more than 8,400 nut-bolt-washer castings.

With our son married and out on his 
own, I acquired his bedroom and began 
constructing my current layout in 2012. 
Progress was slow due to 24/7 on-call re-
sponsibilities at work. Since retirement in 
2021, the pace has greatly improved!

I was a lone wolf  modeler. When Chris, 
my wife of  41 years, got sick and entered 
hospice in 2021, she was more worried 
about me than what was happening to her. 
She encouraged me to rejoin the NMRA so 
that I would get out and meet new people 
with similar interests. Even though I belong 
to a small Division, I’ve met some wonder-
ful modelers I now call friends. At each 
meeting, our AP Chair Bob Weinheimer 
(MMR® #402) encourages the group to 
join the program or keep pushing forward 
if  started. Looking through the certificate 
requirements, I realized I had almost com-
pleted all of  the construction for Scenery 
and Structures. I received those at the end 
of  2022.

The expansion of  my layout into the 
office, two closets, and a stairwell gave me 
the opportunity to work on the Civil and 
Electrical certificates. I received those in the 
summer of  2023. Having only completed 
one scratchbuilt Merit-awarded piece of  
rolling stock left a lot of  car building to be 
done. Superdetailing a V&T locomotive 
was also required to complete Prototype 
Models.

Construction continues on the scen-
ery and hundreds of  structures required 
to fill in the remaining areas of  my layout. 
Invitations to join Bob’s and future MMR® 
Jerry Doyle’s (Jerry has earned six certifi-
cates) operating sessions showed me an-
other fun part of  the hobby. I am excited 
to begin hosting operating sessions and 
sharing my layout and love of  the model 
railroading hobby with others.

Certificates Earned 
Don Cipolla, MMR® #760

Association Volunteer
Master Builder – Scenery

Master Builder – Structures
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Master Builder – Cars

Master Builder – Prototype Models
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Published by The Atlas Portland Cement Company in 1909

232 pages, 6”x 9” format, hardcover with dust jacket

New foreword by Tony Koester, NMRA Board member and 
well-known model railroading author and editor

Over 120 black-and-white photos and illustrations

Original preface written by Sanford E. Thompson, a 
civil engineer described as one of the leading concrete 
experts of the time

Describes the use of concrete in numerous railroad-
related applications, including bridges, piers, retaining 
walls, stations, tunnels, and many others

•

•

•

•

•

•

 $2595 

NMRA® members     
$3595 

Non-members

 Order online: www.nmra.org or by Mail: 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421
 Phone: (423) 892-2846 Fax: (423) 899-4869

U.S. Shipping: $895  Inquire about international delivery. All funds in U.S. dollars. V, MC, AMEX &  DISC accepted.
®

®

noitaicossA daorliaR ledoM lanoitaN .xat selas %52.9 dda tsum stnediser NT

NMRA® Presents: Concrete in Railroad Construction

Dealer inquiries welcome

 www.nmra.org  or by Mail:  P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384

Concrete Book - New Address
Version 2   10/31/13     Leone/Priest

Roy Allen
Mark Mathu
Bill Aulicino
Robert McBean
Bruce Backus
Keith McCarron
Robert Bartizek
Jerome McDonald
Gary Bartlett
Peter McKenney
Richard Beck
E Merkel MMR
Bill Benzing
Matthew Metoyer
Martin Brechbiel, MMR®

Franklin Miller
Tim Bristow
Bonnie Moe
Richard Bronson
Richard Mueller
Dan Brown
Robert Murray
Harold Buhler
Robert Nalbone Jr
Terry Burkhardt
Don Newman

Brian Clark
Martin Oakes
Kenton Colvin
Tim O’Fallon
Peter Cornelisse
David O’Hearn, MMR®

Don Crabtree
Gregory Ohlmacher
Tom Crawford
Thomas Oxnard, MD
Stanley Davis
Jonathan Paretsky
James DeBree, Jr
Edwin Pennington
William Demas
Andrew Reid
Wesley Dorman III
Richard Remiarz, MMR®

Frank Duff
Larry Reynolds
Mike Ellsbury
Dave Roeder, MMR®

John Fallon
Garth Rooney
Mark Fenbers
Stuart Sabatini

Claude Franklin
Gregory Shindledecker
Allen Frasch
Rudolf  Slovacek
Neal Gearhart
Kenneth Smith
Kevin Geiser
George Stevens
Dennis Gerloff
Leon Thiem
Joseph Golab
Thomas Thiem
Joel Goldberg, MMR®

Geoffrey Tiller
Patrick Grace
Les Trainor
Gary Hankins, MMR®

William Tulley, MMR®

David Houseman
David Vinci
Michael Humble
Edward Wagner
Gary Hunley
Richard Walz
James Irwin
Andrew Wasowicz

Donald Jackson
Dennis Whitaker
Michael Jones
Kim Wickham
John Kallman
Don Wilhoit
Alexander Karol
David Williams
Tom Katafiasz
Dayna Williamson
Martin Klein
Derek Wimberly
David Kullman
Mark Wittrup
Larry Kurkowski
John Zuba
John Levesley
Mark Lewalski
Kerry Lindenbaum
Terry Ludwig
Jack Lutz
Timothy Maier
Gerald Martin

25 Year NMRA Anniversary 2023
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William Achinger
William Adams
Alan Aicher
Doug Alexander
Clyde Anderson
Edward Appenzeller
Andrew Archer
Don Augustine
Andrew Austin
James Bando
Cornell Barkhurst
Charles Bash
Ronald Batory
Ronald Bennell
Brian Biggar
Arthur Boyd
Brendan Brosnan
J Buchanan
Bob Bullen
Leon Butler, Jr
Robert Castiglione
Laroye Chisley
Charles Compton
Bob Connell
William Cowan
Stephen Culbertson
John Curtiss
Robert Czerwinski
Richard Daniels
Doc Donaldson
Phil Doolittle
John Erickson
Ray Evers
Robert Farrenkopf
Thomas Fava
Elliot Fishbein
B. Geilman
Walter Getze
Bob Gifford
James Givens, Jr
Charles Goss, Jr
Robert Griffin
Robert Griswold
Steven Gust

Ronald Hall
Geoffrey Hamway
Kenneth Hanawalt
Dan Harris
Myles Haws
James Head
Michael Heine
William Henry
Ronald Herfurth
Scott Hewis
Harvey Heyser III
Roger Hilldebrandt
Eugene Hill
Peter Hirz
Christopher Hitchins
Joe Holbrook
Christopher Holmes
David Horst
Don Jackson
Robert Jekel, MMR®

Roger Jensen
William Johnson
M Johnson
John Kane
Christopher Kavanagh
Alan Keesling
Keith Knapp
Philip Knife
Roger Krause
Robert Laidlaw
Robert Lang
Tony Langhart
Richard Laube
John Laurie, DVM
Randall Lee
Harry Leidich
Eric Levin
Paul Lewis
David Libby
Stephen Lichtman
Jon Lindgren
William Low
Niall M Mackay
David MacPherson, MMR®

Peter Magoun, MMR®

Thomas Maladecki, MMR®

Kenneth Matassa
John Math
Thomas Mauszycki, MMR®

Leslie Mayor
Don Mayo
Robert McCall
James McClain
James McTigue
Terrance Merriman
Ronald Mical
Jeff  Miller
Joseph Minkstein
George Molitor
Harrison Mosser
William Munson
James Murrie
Robert Myers
Richard Nedrow
Thomas Nelson
Tom O’Connor
J. Oglesby III
Jim Packer, MMR®

Mark Painter
Carlos Pargen
Robert Parvin
Frank Pearsall
Scott Perrin
Kenneth Pettit
Eugene Pizzetta
Robert Polasky
Darius Puff
Gene Rasmussen
David Ray
William Raymond, MMR®

David Read
Bill Reese


