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NMRA BULLETIN

Australasian Region—Duncan Cabassi
Sinnamon Park, QLD, Australia 
M: +61 0424 844 807
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Jonathan Small, MMR® 
Millfield, Vyner Road North, Bidston Hill
Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 7PZ
United Kingdom +44 7976 636592
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org

Lone Star Region—Donna Orr               
2625 Rolling Meadows Dr.
Rockwall, TX 75087
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (972) 342-8598   

Mid-Central Region—David Neff
5479 Chestnut Hill Dr.
Willoughby, OH 44094
H: (440) 269-1229 e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region — Brad Slone MMR®

PO Box 313 
Dixon, MO 65459.  
H: (573) 308 7144
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Kurt Thompson, MMR®

350 Ternwing Drive
Arnold, MD 21012
(410) 507-3671 (cell)
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bob McGeever
309 W Randolph St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
H: (608) 873-4529  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane
Stayner ON L0M 1S0
(705) 428-9997  e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—David Capron, MMR®

12201 Podunk Ave NE 
Greenville, MI 48838
H: (231) 944-8576 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 10/22/2022

Northeastern Region—Ed O’Rourke, MMR®

36 Nursery Ln
Syracuse NY 13210
H: (315) 247-0494 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Frank Markovich, MMR®

1904 Chula Vista Dr.
Belmont, CA  94002-3622
H: (408) 505-2727 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jeff  Herrmann
PO Box 1012
Rathdrum, ID 83858
H: (714) 651-3903 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Pat Raymer
2655 El Caminito
La Crescenta, CA 91214
H: (818) 957-7351 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Lowell Didas
4894 S. Forest Circle
Taylorsville, UT 84129
(801) 759-7829. e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Roy Masterson
3502 Glendon Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37411-4114
H: (423) 227-0334 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Gene Jameson
2557 Boyd Ave
Melbourne, FL 32935
C: (321) 432-5483E
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region— Art Suel
14500 Alabama Ave 
Savage MN 55378
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

NMRA Canada President—Ed Molenkamp
Edmonton Alberta T5M 2M9 
e-mail: presca@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

e-mail: hq@nmra.org
Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)

Mail: P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: (423) 892-2846 Fax: (423) 899-4869
e-mail: hq@nmra.org

Library - 
423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Michael Hohn, MMR®

Morgantown, WV 26501-4535
(304) 296-6303
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
John Stevens
Tyrone, GA 30290
H: (770) 632-0753 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department 
Manager —
Gert “Speed” Muller
Murphy, TX 75094-3524 
(469) 345-0022 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: (801) 613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
Christina Ganzer Zambri
Somerset, NJ 08873 H: (732) 609-5221
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings & Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: (314) 606-6118 Fax: (314) 754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Riley Triggs 
Austin, TX 78704 H: (512) 636-3521
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Standards & Conformance Department
Manager — Andy Zimmerman 
Tallahassee, FL 32309
C: 850-524-4399
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Region Secretaries: send all 
changes in Region officer infor-
mation to the NMRA Secretary:

secy@nmra.org.

2023 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Dallas, Texas August 20 – 26, 2023 (https://www.2023texasexpress.com/)

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org
 • 2024—Long Beach, California

Notify NMRA Headquarters
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
September 2022
Golden Spike

Mid-Central Region
Scott Eastburn, Amherst, Ohio

Master Builder - Motive Power

Mid-Eastern Region
Robert Price, Collingswood, New Jersey

Master Builder - Cars

Mid-Eastern Region
Pete LaGuardia, Haymarket, Virginia
Robert Rodriguez, Dumfries, Virginia
Richard Steinmann, Reston, Virginia

Pacific Northwest Region
Dave Clune, MMR®, Eugene, Oregon
Timothy Horton, North Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada

Rocky Mountain Region
Martin Pirnat, Durango, Colorado

Sunshine Region
Carl Smeigh, Wesley Chapel, Florida

Master Builder - Structures

Australasia Region
David Whibley, Lismurdie, Western 
Australia, Australia 

Master Builder - Scenery

Mid-Eastern Region
Patrick Flash, Ellicott City, Maryland

Mid-West Region
Dr. Robert Perry, Avon, Indiana

Niagara Frontier Region
Keith Stamper, Port Colborn, Ontario, 
Canada

Northeastern Region
James Fairbanks, Canandaigua, New York

Model Railroad Engineer - Civil

Lone Star Region
Melvin Richards, Allen, Texas

Mid-Eastern Region
Patrick Flash, Ellicott City, Maryland

Niagara Frontier Region
Walter Reid, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada
Keith Stamper, Port Colborn, Ontario, 
Canada

Northeastern Region
Douglas Margison, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, Canada

Model Railroad Engineer - 
Electrical

Lone Star Region
Melvin Richards, Allen, Texas

Mid-Eastern Region
Patrick Flash, Ellicott City, Maryland

Northeastern Region
Douglas Margison, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, Canada

Chief Dispatcher

Mid-Central Region
Patrick Miller, French Creek, West Virginia

Mid-Continent Region
Glenn Koproske, Fenton, Missouri

Pacific Northwest Region
Lee Marsh, Issaquah, Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
Kevin Anderson, North Salt Lake City, 
Utah
Paul Brennecke, Golden, Colorado
Keith Hayes, Denver, Colorado

Association Official

Australasia Region
Jane Robinson, Flagstaff  Hill, SA, Australia 
Ron Solly, Evanston Gardens, South 
Australia, Australia

Mid-Central Region
William Grosse, Jr., Beverly, West Virginia
Lee Sheffield, Elyria, Ohio

Pacific Northwest Region
Aaron Gibbens, Eugene, Oregon
Jeffrie Herrmann, Rathdrum, Idaho

Association Volunteer

Australasia Region
Merv Bagnall, Hervey Bay, Queensland 
Australia Les Fowler, Seven Hills, New 
South Wales, Australia 

Mid-Central Region
Lee Sheffield, Elyria, Ohio

Mid-Eastern Region
Thomas Neukirchen, Hamilton, New 
Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
James Trunzo, East Wenatchee, 
Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
Bruce Evans, Durango, Colorado
Robert Gerald, Jordan, Utah
Charles Treft, Layton, Utah

Sunshine Region
Robert Feuerstein, Tallahassee, Florida
Richard Paul, Jacksonville, Florida

Model Railroad Author

Niagara Frontier, Region
Gary Reynolds, East Amherst, New York 

Northeastern Region
Ken Harstine, Holyoke, Massachusetts

Pacific Northwest Region
Jeffrie Herrmann, Rathdrum, Idaho

Southeastern Region
Norman Lundin, Newman, Georgia

Sunshine Region
Robert Feuerstein, Tallahassee, Florida

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER®

MMR® #715 Paul Brennecke, Golden, 
Colorado
MMR® #716 Pete LaGuardia, Haymarket,  
Virginia
MMR® #717 Robert Price, Collingswood, 
New Jersey
MMR® #718 Robert Rodriguez, Dumfries, 
Virginia

AP QUESTIONS: If  you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region If  you still 
have questions, contact Frank Koch at 
fjkoch@hotmail.com. 
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MMR EARNED

Paul Brennecke 
Earns 

Master Model Railroader® #715 

Like many in our great hobby, my parents 
bought me a Lionel 027 train set for 

Christmas when I was about 11 or 12 years 
old. I ran it around and around a loop of  
track at various speeds — thank heavens for 
“Magnetraction.” As I grew older, I added 
cars, track, and turnouts. In high school, I 
started reading Model Railroader and Railroad 
Model Craftsman. John Allen was becoming a 
noted model railroader and photographer. 
As I studied his work and other articles in 
these magazines, I realized Lionel was not 
“scale” model railroading. I sold my Lionel 
equipment and moved to HO scale.

I talked my dad into allowing me to 
build a small layout in a corner of  his shop. 
I started a point-to-point layout. Back in 
those days, we used dried coffee grounds 
for ground cover and green dyed sawdust 
for grass/weeds. I hand-laid brass track 
using balsa ties and commercial turnouts. 
The layout never got finished as I was off  
to college and obtained my degree in met-
allurgical engineering from the Colorado 
School of  Mines.

Work and a family halted any hobby 
activities until a job change brought me back 
to my hometown of  Golden, Colorado. At 
some point, I realized I was spending way 
too much time watching football on TV 
and needed a hobby. Luckily, I went with 
my wife and kids to a local shopping mall, 
which was hosting a train show. One of  the 
layouts was the Denver area Ntrak group, 
and one of  the corner modules belonged 
to my Colorado School of  Mines chemistry 
professor, Dean Dickerhoff. We started talk-
ing about Ntrak (I had never seen N scale 
before), and soon he introduced me to Kent 
Charles, who also had some modules in the 
layout. Kent and I talked for a while. He 
noted he had an unscenicked module for 
sale. I bought it and joined Ntrak. Almost 
40 years later, I still have it and regularly 
operate it at train shows. It is the one shown 
in my photo.

I started studying N scale in magazines 
and visiting hobby shops in the Denver area. 
The time frame was early in the emergence 
of  N scale, and some hobby shop personnel 
were not encouraging. We lived in a small 
house, and the only unutilized room was 
a storage room in the attic. There was no 

way an HO layout would fit, so I spent a 
fortune of  $100 to buy some N-scale track, 
an engine, and some cars. I built a layout and 
learned an amazing amount. 

I started scenery using hardshell tech-
niques. I had no scenery plan and realized I 
had built a valley with no exit. A valley with 
no exit is a lake, which I drained through a 
railroad tunnel. Brother. A layout in an attic 
has to have pop-ups to reach derailments, 
etc. Lesson: If  you get under the layout 
and lift out the pop-up, where do you put 
it down? I learned about scenery, rock cast-
ings, and coloring. Finally, after three years, 
the layout almost completely stopped run-
ning. Careful inspection showed almost all 
soldered track joints had failed due to ther-
mal expansion/contraction. A layout in an 
attic in Colorado will experience 100-degree 
temperatures in the summer and freezing 
temperatures in the winter. 

So, I talked my wife out of  her 9x13-
foot sewing room in the basement. Much 
effort was expended in finding a track plan 
and building benchwork for an around-the-
wall layout. The layout concept is a railfan 
layout, not operations-oriented. After the 
trackwork was completed, I ran the layout 
for about two years with no scenery to get 
all the kinks out and the trackwork just 
right. I painted the backdrop by project-
ing slides of  Colorado mountains on the 
backdrop before scenery on the layout was 
started. Next, the layout came to life using 
old-school hard shell and following an ar-
ticle in Model Railroader titled “Jerome and 
Southwestern” by John Olsen. The layout 

was “completed” in 1991 (note: a layout is 
never completed, as I continue to add details 
and improve equipment and scenery). 

My railroad is the Grand Road and rep-
resents about two miles of  main line on the 
western slope of  the Rocky Mountains. One 
of  the skills I acquired is photography and 
have been lucky to get some photos of  the 
Grand Road in the NMRA calendar, as well 
as articles of  the layout in Model Railroader 
(June 1995), Railroad Model Craftsman (Dec 
2016), N-Scale Railroading (May/June 2016 
& July/Aug 2017), Rail Model Journal (May 
1991), and others.

All the layout building led me to write 
magazine articles, give clinics, become the 
Superintendent of  the Front Range Division 
(FRD), build cars, and engines, and operate 
on friends’ layouts. My good friend Patrick 
Lana (MMR® #208) encouraged me when 
I felt lost. Past FRD AP Chairman Kris 
Blackmarr and current FRD AP Chairman 
Rich Gibson worked so hard to line up judg-
es and review AP and Merit Award submis-
sions. Thank you all so much.

Certificates Earned 
Paul Brennecke, MMR® #715

Model Railroad Author
Association Volunteer

Association Official
Master Builder – Scenery

Master Builder – Cars
Master Builder – Motive Power

Chief Dispatcher
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MMR EARNED

Peter LaGuardia
Earns 

Master Model Railroader #716

I was born in New York City in 1947. 
I resided in a one-bedroom apart-

ment with my parents. All around the 
neighborhood, I would hear the L-train 
(elevated subway) rattle above, and it 
would spark my interest in trains. Santa 
helped further spark my love. At age 5, 
I found my first train set, a Lionel 027, 
under the Christmas tree. It was a steam 
engine with five cars. It used pellets in 
the smokestack to create smoke. I would 
be mesmerized by that oval track and the 
stream of  smoke for hours. 

While living in the Bronx, I recall 
walking out of  Alexander’s (a large de-
partment store) with my dad. He was 
carrying a shopping bag. Glancing into 
the bag, to my surprise, I saw a Lionel 
ZW transformer! I immediately knew 
Santa Claus was my dad. Every future 
Christmas, I had a train or some compo-
nents on my list, which holds true even 
today! 

At age 12, we moved to a larger 
two-bedroom apartment. I immediately 
capitalized on the larger area. During the 
Christmas holiday, I would set my trains 
up on a 4x8 plywood layout that sat on 
a folding table. I followed a design from 
one of  Lionel’s track plans. Each year, 
I expanded the layout by adding rolling 
stock and buildings. Model railroading 
grew from an interest to a passion.

In my teenage years, life started to 
become busy. I ventured into playing 
sports and working. Unfortunately, I was 
not able to devote time to this pastime. 
It was not until after I got married that 
I could return to the hobby. Living in 
Seattle with a wife and three children, I 
decided to pursue HO scale because of  
space and cost. I also wanted my chil-
dren to enjoy the experience of  trains. My 
job caused me to move nine times within 
the United States. When hunting for a 
home, top on the list was always, “what 
space can I use for my model railroad 
layout?”As the layout grew, a basement 
became a must. Fun fact: I even had my 
layout go through steps and a brick fire-
place in one house. 

When I retired in Northern Virginia 
in 1998, I had no intentions of  moving. 

I decided to take over most of  the base-
ment for my permanent layout. While 
building the infrastructure for the layout, 
I fell and broke my wrist in several spots. 
The triage nurse at the emergency room 
asked what had happened, and I told her 
I was playing with my trains. When the 
doctor came in, he wanted to know why 
I was playing near the railroad tracks and 
how this happened. I had to explain that 
they were my HO-scale tracks. Everyone 
had a good laugh while I was in pain. 

During this time, I decided to seek 
out other model railroad enthusiasts. I 
joined the Prince William Model Railroad 
Club in 1997. Opportunities were plen-
tiful to expand my layout into a multi-
faceted system. My eyes were open to 
the various methods to improve the 
flexibility in our hobby, allowing us to 
operate multiple trains on the same 
track using DCC. While reading Model 

Railroader magazine, I discovered how 
to add sound to a locomotive. Armed 
with all this information, I incorporated 
this into my layout. I was one of  the first 
club members to showcase DCC sound-
equipped locomotives. 

The club met twice a month, rotat-
ing through members’ homes, which ex-
posed me to other layouts and showcased 
members’ specialties. At Mat Thompson’s 
home, I was able to see a layout that in-
cluded fine-scaled building kits, which 
I incorporated into my layout. One of  
my good friends, Bob Rodriguez, intro-
duced me to the world of  train opera-
tions, which opened my eyes to a new 
way to enjoy this hobby with my friends. 
Bob kept track of  my hours operating 
his layout in various positions. His doc-
umentation allowed me to receive my 
first certificate: Chief  Dispatcher. This 
accomplishment fueled my enthusiasm 
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and began my journey of  becoming a 
Master Model Railroader®.

I eventually became the president of  
the Prince William Model Railroad Club. 
During this time, we acquired a space in 
the Quantico, Virginia, train station to 
build a layout. Committees were assigned 
during the construction phase. I was ap-
pointed chairman of  both the Track 
Laying and DCC Wiring Committees. 
Along with five of  my fellow club mem-
bers, we documented the layout’s wiring. 
This documentation allowed us to receive 
the Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical 
certificate. 

My wife and I moved to Haymarket, 
Virginia, in 2008 to be closer to my chil-
dren and grandchildren. This home had 
a 1,500-square-foot basement. This move 
allowed me to use all my knowledge and 
skills to build the layout I dreamed about 
in that one-bedroom apartment. 

I am currently a member of  an op-
erating group that meets twice a month 
in Northern Virginia and Maryland. This 
group travels to a member’s home, which 
includes an operating session for three 
hours, followed by lunch. During a ses-
sion at Steve King’s home, I was exposed 
to his layout operating under TT&TO. 

Steve developed an operation plan for 
my layout in 2012 using TT&TO. I docu-
mented my journey, which allowed me 
to complete the remaining certificates 
to receive my Master Model Railroader.

Details on my current layout are 
listed below.

Theme: New York Central Western 
Illinois Division (WID) is an HO-scale 
model railroad set in 1954, operating from 
points West (Kansas City, Omaha, and 
Des Moines) and points East (Moberly, 
Hannibal, Danville, and Indianapolis). 
Modeled activities include a large yard 
and an engine facility with an 18-stall 
roundhouse indexing turntable. This fa-
cility can service both steam and diesel. 
Industries throughout the layout include a 
meatpacking plant, pulp mill, coal tipple, 
city scenery, and a port with car float.

Layout Style: Walk-around, filling a 
36x34-foot room. Track configuration is 
point–to–point for operations, including 
a staging yard and an equipment transfer 
yard. Bench and track work are 99 per-
cent completed. Scenery is 85 percent 
completed.

Prototype: New York Central, set in 
summer 1954, passenger trains, through 

and local freights, extras, and industry 
switching. 

Control System: Radio NCE DCC 
Sound, Steam and Diesel. 

Communication: Telephone. 
Traffic Control: TT/TO with 

car cards and waybills developed by 
Steve King. Crew size: 3 Yardmasters, 
3 Asst. Yardmasters, 1 Engine Facility 
Yardmaster, 1 Dispatcher, 1 Operator, 
and 5 crews of  1 or 2 people each – total 
10–14.

My journey toward becoming a 
Master Model Railroader started with 
receiving my first certificate in 2009. 
With the support and help of  my fellow 
model railroaders and family, I have ac-
complished my goal.

Certificates Earned 
Peter LaGuardia, MMR #716

Master Builder – Cars Master 
Builder – Scenery 

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Chief Dispatcher
Association Volunteer

Model Railroader Author

An unprecedented 4th printing!

Order by Web: www.nmra.org  
Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384  
Phone: (423) 892-2846  Fax: (423) 899-4869

National Model
Railroad
Association®

We make it more fun!

IT’S BACK.
AGAIN.
You can’t keep a good book 
down.  So the late Dean 
Freytag’s classic book about the 
steel industry has been reprinted 
for a fourth time.  

Known as the NMRA’s “Man of 
Steel,” Freytag fills 165 pages 
of this hardcover book with 
everything you need to know 
to understand this fascinating 
industry and the modeling of it.

Like the previous two, this 
printing features a forward by 
Freytag himself.

Don’t miss this opportunity to own 
a modeling classic and one of the 
most popular books the NMRA’s 
Kalmbach Memorial Library has 
ever published.  Because there 
may not be another chance.

$6500
Non-Members

$4700
NMRA Members
Plus $6.95 U.S. shipping.  Inquire about international 
delivery.  All funds in U.S. dollars.  V, MC, AMEX & 

DISC accepted.  TN residents must add 9.25% sales 
tax.  Dealer inquiries welcome.

Steel Book ad
1/2-page 4C

Leone
3/31/16


