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Changed your
address or other
membershi
information:

Notify headquarters by email:
nmrahq@aol.com
by phone: 423-892-2846 (9am — 4:30pm, ET)
or by mail to the address list-
ed under “Administration
Department Manager” below.

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

Administrative Department Manager —
Jenny Hendricks

4121 Cromwell Rd

Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119

O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869
e-mail: nmrahq@aol.com

Education Department Manager —
John M. Lowrance. MMR

8611 Norwich Dr.

San Antonio, Texas 78217

(210) 822-2628

e-mail: educate@hgq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager —
Fred Bock, MMR

5923 Windhaven Dr.

San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132

(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager —
John E. Roberts, MMR (O)

104 Heritage Pointe
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894

H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944

e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar

13570 Grove Drive #227

Maple Grove, MN 55331

(612) 293-8698

itmgr@hq.nmra.org,

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager —
Brent Lambert

4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869

e-mail: lib@hqg.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager — Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising,
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA,
FA

10837 N 34th Place

Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310

H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751

e-mail: map@hg.nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager
— Robert Amsler, Jr.

514 Dover Place

Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338

O:(314) 754-2688 F:(314) 353-9131

e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager —
Howard Goodwin

79 Cross Branches

Acworth, GA 30101

(770) 529-2103

e-mail: horn69@bellsouth.net

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR

6459 Smithtown Road

Excelsior, MN 55331
gertyleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager —
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)

54 Waterloo Rd

Devon, PA 19333-1458

H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hg.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE

Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082

O: 425-337-5222 F: 425-337-6084

e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org

REGION PRESIDENTS

Australasian Region—David Howarth

22 Kamilaroy Road, West Pymble NSW 2073
H: 61 2 9498 4995 M: 61 411 555 588

e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Robin Swan
H:(44) 1189-792448 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org;

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
e-mail: Istprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123
e-mail: merprez@hg.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—~Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043

e-mail: mcorprez@hg.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region— John Janosko
264 White Cedar Lane, Youngsville NC 27596-9196
H: (919) 562-0260 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133

e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson

31683 Hiddenbrook Drive

Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087

H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hg.nmra.org

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100 e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.otg

Pacific Coast Region—Pat LaTorres, MMR
2081 Home St., San Leandro, CA94578
H: (510) 317-7456 e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Walt Huston
1210 141st Street E., Tacoma WA 98445
H: (253) 535-2043 e-mail: parprez@hg.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Don Fowler
10768 Sayers Ct., San Diego, CA 92071
H: (619) 787-1930 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr.
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hqg.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Joe Gelmini
170 Camelot Dr, Fayetteville, GA 30214
H: (770) 460-8873 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Barrett Johnson

3113 Ortega Drive, Tallahassee, FL. 32312-1832
(850) 385-9722

e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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2012 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2012—Grand Rapids, MI July 29-August 4, 2012 www.gr2012.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar ® 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 ® (602) 569-9072  natltrainshow@aol.com
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP CERTIFICATE REPORT
JurLy 2011
GOLDEN SPIKE

Lone Star Region
Marc LaChey, Richardson, Texas

Mid-Eastern Region
Dave Draxler, Charlotte, North Carolina
Joe Howard, Cornelius, North Carolina

Midwest Region
James Baker, Rockford, Illinois

Northeastern Region
Ralph Deblasi, Sicklerville, New Jersey
Thomas Oxnard, Exeter, New Hampshire

Pacific Coast Region
Terry Taylor, San Luis Obispo, California

Southeastern Region
Ken Austin, Birmingham, Alabama
Clinton Smoke, Jr., Arden, North Carolina

MASTER BUILDER — CARS

Southeastern Region
Bill Zawacki, Woodstock, Georgia

MASTER BUILDER — STRUCTURES
Mid-Eastern Region
John Siegle, Lynchburg, Virginia

MASTER BUILDER — SCENERY
Mid-Central Region
Bruce Bowie, Milan, Ohio

Southeastern Region
Clinton Smoke, Jr., Arden, North Carolina

MASTER BUILDER — PROTOTYPE
MODELS
Mid-Central Region
Georgia Dahlberg, Williamstown, Kentucky

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER — CIVIL
Southeastern Region
Carey Jenkins, Hoover, Alabama

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER —
ELECTRICAL
Mid-Central Region

Benjamin Lanza, North Royalton, Ohio

Mid-Eastern Region
Gareth Quale, Lynchburg, Virginia

Midwest Region
Paul Wussow, Glen Ellyn, Illinois

Pacific Southwest Region
Bob Libbey, Surprise, Arizona

CHIEF DISPATCHER

Mid-Eastern Region
Charles Hladik, Rustburg, Virginia
Gareth Quale, Lynchburg, Virginia
John Siegle, Lynchburg, Virginia

Midwest Region
Donald Lewis, Dixon, Illinois
Ray Meyer, Port Washington, Wisconsin

Pacific Southwest Region
Bob Libbey, Surprise, Arizona

ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL
Lone Star Region
Tom Crosthwait, San Antonio, Texas

Chuck Lind, MMR, College Station, Texas

Niagara Frontier Region
John Moseley, London, Ontario

Pacific Coast Region
Pat LaTorres, San Leandro, California

ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER

Lone Star Region
Joe Batson, Ft. Worth, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Philip Bonzon, MMR, St. Louis, Missouri

Mid-Central Region
Philip Gliebe, Waynesville, Ohio

Midwest Region
James Baker, Rockford, Illinois

Northeastern Region
Daniel Fretz, Franklin, Massachusetts

Niagara Frontier Region
Richard Senges, Victor, New York

MODEL RAILROAD AUTHOR
Mid-Eastern Region
James Dalberg, Paoli, Pennsylvania

Gareth Quale, Lynchburg, Virginia

MMR EARNED

ROBERT G. MINNIS MMR #462

My interest in trains began prior to

kindergarten, when my mother and
I traveled to Nova Scotia by train to visit
Canadian relatives. I recall waking up in the
morning and watching the country scenery
roll by the train window. The summer before
elementary school, my family moved to the

South Shore in Weymouth, Massachusetts.
As luck would have it, the new house was
located about 300 yards from New Haven’s
Old Colony Branch. I was able to watch
freight and passenger trains all day long.
Since my dad used to commute into Boston
via the train, I quickly learned the schedule
so I was always home when Dad arrived
from work. Also, the train was used for the
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periodic visits to Dad’s office and to view
the large train displays in the department
stores during the holidays.

The usual Lionel train set arrived one
Christmas a year or two later. My younger
brother and I (with Dads help) built a large
(five plywood sheets) table to set up and
operate our railroad. A mountain occupied
one corner of the table while roads were
painted directly on the plywood. Plasticville
structures filled the spaces between the
tracks. A large remodeling project in the
house led to the table’s demise. The train
set was packed away into its box where it
remains today. My modeling interests then
shifted to plastic ships and planes. One day,
I'was in the hobby shop looking for my next
“plastic” venture when I spotted a metal
(Globe or Athearn) boxcar kit. I have been
in HO scale ever since.

Since my dad rode the train every day,
he became friends with the crossing guards
(remember them?) and station attendant.
The station had a team track for local busi-
ness. During school breaks and summer
vacations — thanks to these railroad em-
ployees — I was able to meet the contrac-
tors who unloaded the freight cars. For my

assistance in running errands (coffee, juice,
or donuts) for these contractors, I was al-
lowed to “clean” out the empty boxcars of
salvage and/or usable materials. We built a
lot of projects around the house and yard
with these commandeered materials.

During high school, I continued to
build car kits and box them for future use.
The college years saw much less activity.
Upon graduation, the Army occupied most
of my time for the next ten years. Marriage
and the purchase of a house allowed me
to open up those boxes and resume mod-
eling activities. Within six months, I was
reassigned to Fort Devens, Massachusetts
(now closed). While there, a group of active
military formed the Fort Devens Model
Railroad Club. The Recreation Services
Office assigned the club an old, two-story
barracks building for our use. We built
a layout that filled the entire first floor.
Unfortunately, the layout was dismantled
when the installation closed.

The next stop was Fort Richardson,
Alaska, where I joined the Northern Lights
Model Railroad Club. The club was a modu-
lar operation at the time, and we set up at
various public events in Anchorage. I con-

Or call the Library at 423-894-8144.

Then, get that popcorn ready.

HAVE 50 MODEL RAILROADING CLINICS
RIGHT IN YOUR LIVING ROOM.

Just because you can’t make it to a national convention doesn’t mean you have
to miss out. Right now the NMRA’s Kalmbach Memorial Library has over 50
DVD:s of clinics presented at national conventions from 2002 to 2010. Each is
available for NMRA members to borrow for the cost of processing and postage.

So you can see clinics on everything from decoders to design, tools to
techniques, helixes to highways, and research to resin casting.

All from the comfort of your very own couch.

Visit www.nmra.org and go to the Kalmbach
Memorial Library page for a complete listing.

We make it even more fun.

www.nmra.org
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tinued to build and box both cars and small
structures. A small group of military officers
wanted to form its own modular group, so
we built ten module frames. Shortly after
completing construction of these frames, we
all received orders for our next assignments.
I ended up with the blank module frames
since I was the last to leave.

Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, was
my next duty station. I continued to build
small structures and freight cars for a “fu-
ture” layout. Upon retirement, I moved to
Springfield, Virginia, bought a house, and
adjusted to civilian life. I joined the local
Potomac Division (MER) and started to
attend meetings. The Superintendent heard
about my modules and asked if I was inter-
ested in doing a show for the Children’s
Museum in Washington, D.C. I supplied
the module frames to the six people who
signed up for the group. We decided on the
name of Potomac Module Crew since that
was as formal as we wanted to go — no dues,
no officials. We did decide to have a coor-
dinator (I was volunteered) to take care of
the administrative details. I have displayed
my modules more than 125 times during the
20-plus years I have been part of the “crew.”
Today, the PMC has more than 25 members
and approximately 70 modules.

I had heard of the Achievement
Program early in my association with the
NMRA, but it wasn’t until I joined the
Potomac Division that I took an active in-
terest. The monthly layout tours and mini-
conventions exposed me to the modeling
efforts of several dozen craftsmen, including
several MMRs. After observing these other
modelers’ work, I decided I could do just as
well. Slowly, I began to accumulate Merit
Certificates. The various jobs that I found
myself in (Division Paymaster, Division
Superintendent, and Region Director)
added other AP Certificates. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed my association with the
Achievement Program and encourage you
to give it a try.

I am currently in the process of design-
ing and building a layout in the basement
of my new home near Charlottesville,
Virginia. I am looking forward to many
more years of model railroading.

The Achievement Program is not that
difficult. Just read and follow the require-
ments for each certificate.

Robert has earned the following cer-
tificates: Volunteer, Official, Author, Cars,
Structures, Civil, and Scenery.

NMRA Magazine
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