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HEADQUARTERS

ADDRESS CHANGE?
BACK ISSUES OR REPLACEMENT
ISSUES OF SCALE RaILs?

Members needing to make address
changes, request back issues, or re-
placement issues of SCALE RAILS should con-
tact the staff at the national headquarters in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, at (423) 892-2846
or by email at nmrahg@aol.com.

PATENT CHALLENGE UPDATE

OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 14, 2008, NMRA Patent
Challenge Update: USPTO Upholds
NMRA Challenge on every Issue.

The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) has issued
a determination on September 30, 2008,
in which the Examiner rejected all of the
claims in US. Pat. No. RE38,660, a patent
granted earlier to Real Rail Effects (RRE).

RRE was granted the patent by the
USPTO based upon a claim that the tech-
nology for using sound witll DCC was
inv_ented by RRE. The National Model
Railroad Association, Inc., with the technical
and financial support of a number of DCC
manufacturers and hobbyists around the
world, filed a challenge to the RRE patent.

The NMRA felt that, should it remain
in force, the RRE patent posed a threat to
modelers and manufacturers of DCC equip-
ment because it would both increase the costs
to modelers and unfairly restrict manufac-
turers who provide modelers with decoders
that include sound. Therefore, the NMRA
coordinated an industry- and hobby-wide
effort to have the patent overturned.

The NMRA submitted evidence from
anumber of sources to the USPTO, raising
substantial questions about the validity of
the patent. RRE did not respond during
the course of the challenge. and now the
USPTO hasissued a ruling entirely in favor
of the position of the NMRA.

Real Rail Effects now has two months
in which to file a response to the USPTO’
s decision. According to USPTO rules for
challenges, the NMRA will not be able to
respond if RRE chooses to make a response.
Nevertheless, the NMRA remains confi-
dent that the current decision will remain
unchanged even if RRE files a response.

The NMRA believes that the overturn-
ing of this patent is a significant victory for
the entire model railroading community.

The NMRA is proud to have led this effort,
and it is deeply indebted to the manufac-
turers, organizations, and individuals who
helped supply evidence and support for the
effort.

The NMRA remains committed to pre-
serving fair competition and openness in
DCC standards. When DCC technology
is equally available to all in the hobby who
choose to follow the standards, everyone
benefits. www.nmra.org

The National Model Railroad
Association, Inc., (NMRA) is pleased to
report that the United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) determined,
after a thorough review of the information
submitted by the NMRA, that the NMRA’s
challenge was meritorious. The USPTO
found in favor of the NMRA on every issue
the NMRA submitted for review and is in
the process of striking the patent. We be-
lieve this is a great moment for the hobby, the
NMRA, and our supporters. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact me.

Robert J. Amsler, Jr., General Counsel
National Model Railroad Association, Inc.

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP CERTIFICATE REPORT
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement

OCTOBER 2008

GOLDEN SPIKE
Mid-Central Region
William Cramer, Strongsville, Ohio

MASTER BUILDER — CARS
Mid-Continent Region
Bretton Overholtzer, Lenexa, Kansas

MASTER BUILDER — STRUCTURES
Lone Star Region
Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

MASTER BUILDER — SCENERY
Lone Star Region
Donald Kimmell*, Shreveport, Louisiana
Robert Mangrum®*, Early, Texas
Charles Romig, Plano, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Davis Yetter*, Ames, lowa

Pacific Southwest Region
Ron Tindall*, San Diego, California

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER —
CiviL
Lone Star Region
Robert Mangrum, Early, Texas

Pacific Northwest Region
Edward Schaenzer, Coquille, Oregon

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER —
ELECTRICAL
Lone Star Region
Robert Mangrum, Early, Texas
Arthur Penny*, Spring, Texas

Niagara Frontier Region
Peter Nesbitt, Ottawa Canada

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Fowler, Santee, California

ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL
Lone Star Region
Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

Northeastern Region
Paul Allard, MMR, Milton, Vermont
J. Anthony Koester, Newton, New Jersey

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Fowler, Santee, California

ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER
Lone Star Region
Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

Southeastern Region
Robb Dodds*, Acworth, Georgia

Northeastern Region
J. Anthony Koester*, Newton, New Jersey

Niagara Frontier Region
John Kanakos, London, Canada

Pacific Northwest Region
Mark Johnson*, Edmonton Canada

Thousand Lakes Region
Terry Anderson®, Harrisburg, South
Dakota

MODEL RAILROAD AUTHOR
Lone Star Region
Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

Mid-Eastern Region
Robert Rousseau, Holly Springs, North
Carolina

Northeastern Region
J. Anthony Koester, Newton, New Jersey

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Fowler, Santee, California

Scale Rails



MMR EARNED

DAVID LIEDER EARNS MMR #413

I grew up in Des Plaines Illinois, with
the Soo Line Railroad in my back yard.
Additionally, my parents owned a green-
house heated by coal, so we had our own
spur track. It is no wonder that I had a
very early interest in trains. My first train
set was at age seven: a Gilbert HO set for
Christmas. I can still remember choosing it
from all that was available. It came with a
4-8-4 Hudson. Although steam had disap-
peared on the SOO before I can remember,
it must be ingrained in my subconscious,
because I still have a fascination with steam.
Maybe it had something to do with the coal-
fired boilers in the greenhouse and the pun-
gent smells of escaping steam mixed with
burning coal.

My first layout was a typical oval on
a 5x8 sheet of homasote over a ping-pong
table. It was called the Evergreen Division of
the Soo Line. Over the years I built several
other layouts, honing my skills at scenery,
handlaid track, and running trains. Like
most modelers, I was restless and as soon
as a layout was nearing completion, it was
time for something else.

I discovered that I enjoyed building
structures and soon was an avid scratch-
builder. The layout then became a stage
for the structures until I ran out of room. I
also tried my hand at scratchbuilding cars
and equipment with some success. I joined
the NMRA in May 1994 to see what other
modelers were doing. I met the late John
Proebsting at the second or third NMRA
meeting; I was impressed with his model of
the Soo Line’s Waupaca, Wisconsin, depot.
As we were both like-minded SOO fans,
we became close friends, and I became a
member of his Thursday night gang, as well
asa director of the Soo Line Historical and
Technical Society. John was the society’s
president. About this time, I began looking
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for another challenge. I decided I would
like to model a town, scratchbuilding ev-
erything. John suggested Waupaca, and I
was hooked.

John was also editor of the SOO maga-
zine at the time and suggested I write an
article — something I had never considered
before. My first effort was rejected as not
having enough Soo content, but soon I was
on my way, writing for the Soo magazine as
well as the hobby magazines. My first effort
was on modeling a cornfield and published
in Railroad Model Craftsman. The photos
were taken on John’s layout.

One thing led to another, and soon I
had written a book (on Waupaca) and con-
tinued to write articles and began to give
clinics. For obvious reasons, my Authors
Certificate was the first applied for. With
that in hand, I decided to go for it and
get my MMR. With the help and encour-
agement of Marv and Mark Preussler, I
applied for my next three certificates in

the summer of 2007. Because I had writ-
ten articles about many of the structures
and equipment I had modeled for my lay-
out (my layout was featured in the June
2008 Model Railroader) it was not hard to
complete the paperwork and get my final
certificates. I am a trainmaster in the Fox
Valley Division, which led to my Volunteer
Certificate.

I have a BS degree in Ornamental
Horticulture from the University of Illinois
and am currently employed at a perennial
grower in northern Illinois. I am married to
my lovely wife, Audrone, and have a teenage
stepson, Kornelius. 3

David has earned the following cer-
tificates: Model Railroad Author, Master
Builder—Structures, Master Builder
—Scenery, Master Builder—Prototype
Models, Association Volunteer, Model
Railvoad Engineer—Electrical, Master
Builder— Cars.

Introducing the best deal

in model railroading.
Join the NMRA for 6 months for just $9.95"!

+ Easy access to one of the world’s largest railroad libraries

+ Experience fellowship and fun with other members in your area
+ Get low rates on special insurance for your layout or collection
+ Receive 6 monthly issues of Scale Rails magazine

+ Be a part of programs like “Modeling With The
Masters,” Estate Counseling, contests and more!

Visit www.nmra.org to see what you’re missing!

*Rail Pass offer is for new members and
those who have not been NMRA mem-
bers for two years or more. Individuals
can join at Rail Pass rates only once; mem-
bership renewal will be at the regular
membership rate. Rail Pass members can
attend conventions and participate in

contests, but cannot vote or hold office
and will not receive a New Member Pak.
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Credit Card #

I Fill out this form and include your payment. U.S.: Send
$9.95 (U.S.) to NMRA-Rail Pass Membership, 4121 Cromwell
Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119. Canada: Send $9.95

1 (Cdn) to NMRA-Canadian Rail Pass Membership, 69

| Schroder Cres., Guelph, ON NIE 7B4, Canada.
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