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2009 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Hartford, Connecticut  • July 5 – 11, 2009 • Info: • http://www.HN2009.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2010—Milwaukee, WI • 2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2011—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Roger L. Cason, MMR (HO) 
1125 Grinnell Road
Wilmington, DE 19803-5125
H: 302-478-2550 F: 302-478-3556
e-mail: develop@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — John E. Roberts, MMR
104 Heritage Pointe Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Tim Rudge
Marsh House, 318 Marsh Road, Hilperton Marsh 
Wiltshire, England BA14 7PL
H:(01225) 340993 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Jerry Schoenberg, MMR
1039 Clinton St., Carrolton, TX 75007-4828
H: (972) 242-9053 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Larry Alfred, MMR
14633 South Chalet Drive, 
Olathe, KS 66062-2527 H (913) 782-6584 
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS
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Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region—Clint Hyde
13443 Brookfield Dr., Chantilly, VA 20151
(703) 803-3068 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Gary Children
2135 S 95th St., West Allis, WI 53227
H: (414) 327-1666 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Neville Meads
26 Russell Hill Road, RR #1, Bobcaygeon, Ontario, 
Canada K0M 1A0 
(705)-731-0893 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360)-308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

OCTOBER 2008

Golden Spike
Mid-Central Region

William Cramer, Strongsville, Ohio

Master Builder — Cars 
Mid-Continent Region

Bretton Overholtzer, Lenexa, Kansas

Master Builder — Structures
Lone Star Region

Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana 

Master Builder — Scenery
Lone Star Region

Donald Kimmell*, Shreveport, Louisiana
Robert Mangrum*,  Early, Texas
Charles Romig, Plano, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Davis Yetter*, Ames, Iowa

Pacific Southwest Region 
Ron Tindall*, San Diego, California

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Lone Star Region
Robert Mangrum, Early, Texas

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

Members needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or re-

placement issues of Scale Rails should con-
tact the staff at the national headquarters in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, at (423) 892-2846 
or by email at nmrahq@aol.com.

Patent Challenge Update

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 14, 2008, NMRA Patent 

Challenge Update: USPTO Upholds 
NMRA Challenge on every Issue.

The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) has issued 
a determination on September 30, 2008, 
in which the Examiner rejected all of the 
claims in U.S. Pat. No. RE38,660, a patent 
granted earlier to Real Rail Effects (RRE).

RRE was granted the patent by the 
USPTO based upon a claim that the tech-
nology for using sound witl1 DCC was 
inv_ented by RRE. The National Model 
Railroad Association, Inc., with the technical 
and financial support of a number of DCC 
manufacturers and hobbyists around the 
world, filed a challenge to the RRE patent.

The NMRA felt that, should it remain 
in force, the RRE patent posed a threat to 
modelers and manufacturers of DCC equip-
ment because it would both increase the costs 
to modelers and unfairly restrict manufac-
turers who provide modelers with decoders 
that include sound. Therefore, the NMRA 
coordinated an industry- and hobby-wide 
effort to have the patent overturned.

The NMRA submitted evidence from 
a number of sources to the USPTO, raising 
substantial questions about the validity of 
the patent. RRE did not respond during 
the course of the challenge. and now the 
USPTO has issued a ruling entirely in favor 
of the position of the NMRA.

Real Rail Effects now has two months 
in which to file a response to the USPTO’ 
s decision. According to USPTO rules for 
challenges, the NMRA will not be able to 
respond if RRE chooses to make a response. 
Nevertheless, the NMRA remains confi-
dent that the current decision will remain 
unchanged even if RRE files a response.

The NMRA believes that the overturn-
ing of this patent is a significant victory for 
the entire model railroading community. 

Headquarters
The NMRA is proud to have led this effort, 
and it is deeply indebted to the manufac-
turers, organizations, and individuals who 
helped supply evidence and support for the 
effort.

The NMRA remains committed to pre-
serving fair competition and openness in 
DCC standards. When DCC technology 
is equally available to all in the hobby who 
choose to follow the standards, everyone 
benefits. www.nmra.org

The National Model Railroad 
Association, Inc., (NMRA) is pleased to 
report that the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) determined, 
after a thorough review of the information 
submitted by the NMRA, that the NMRA’s 
challenge was meritorious. The USPTO 
found in favor of the NMRA on every issue 
the NMRA submitted for review and is in 
the process of striking the patent. We be-
lieve this is a great moment for the hobby, the 
NMRA, and our supporters. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact me.

Robert J. Amsler, Jr., General Counsel
National Model Railroad Association, Inc.

Pacific Northwest Region
Edward Schaenzer, Coquille, Oregon

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Lone Star Region
Robert Mangrum, Early, Texas
Arthur Penny*, Spring, Texas

Niagara Frontier Region
Peter Nesbitt, Ottawa Canada

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Fowler, Santee, California

Association Official
Lone Star Region

Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

Northeastern Region
Paul Allard, MMR, Milton, Vermont
J. Anthony Koester, Newton, New Jersey

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Fowler, Santee, California 

Association Volunteer
Lone Star Region

Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

Southeastern Region
Robb Dodds*, Acworth, Georgia 

Northeastern Region
J. Anthony Koester*, Newton, New Jersey

Niagara Frontier Region
John Kanakos, London, Canada

Pacific Northwest Region
Mark Johnson*, Edmonton Canada 

Thousand Lakes Region
Terry Anderson*, Harrisburg, South 
Dakota

Model Railroad Author
Lone Star Region

Donald Kimmell, Shreveport, Louisiana

Mid-Eastern Region
Robert Rousseau, Holly Springs, North 
Carolina

Northeastern Region
J. Anthony Koester, Newton, New Jersey

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Fowler, Santee, California
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MMR EARNED

David Lieder earns MMR #413

I grew up in Des Plaines Illinois, with 
the Soo Line Railroad in my back yard. 

Additionally, my parents owned a green-
house heated by coal, so we had our own 
spur track. It is no wonder that I had a 
very early interest in trains. My first train 
set was at age seven: a Gilbert HO set for 
Christmas. I can still remember choosing it 
from all that was available. It came with a 
4-8-4 Hudson. Although steam had disap-
peared on the SOO before I can remember, 
it must be ingrained in my subconscious, 
because I still have a fascination with steam. 
Maybe it had something to do with the coal-
fired boilers in the greenhouse and the pun-
gent smells of escaping steam mixed with 
burning coal.

My first layout was a typical oval on 
a 5x8 sheet of homasote over a ping-pong 
table. It was called the Evergreen Division of 
the Soo Line. Over the years I built several 
other layouts, honing my skills at scenery, 
handlaid track, and running trains. Like 
most modelers, I was restless and as soon 
as a layout was nearing completion, it was 
time for something else.

I discovered that I enjoyed building 
structures and soon was an avid scratch-
builder. The layout then became a stage 
for the structures until I ran out of room. I 
also tried my hand at scratchbuilding cars 
and equipment with some success. I joined 
the NMRA in May 1994 to see what other 
modelers were doing. I met the late John 
Proebsting at the second or third NMRA 
meeting; I was impressed with his model of 
the Soo Line’s Waupaca, Wisconsin, depot. 
As we were both like-minded SOO fans, 
we became close friends, and I became a 
member of his Thursday night gang, as well 
as a director of the Soo Line Historical and 
Technical Society. John was the society’s 
president. About this time, I began looking 

for another challenge. I decided I would 
like to model a town, scratchbuilding ev-
erything. John suggested Waupaca, and I 
was hooked. 

John was also editor of the SOO maga-
zine at the time and suggested I write an 
article — something I had never considered 
before. My first effort was rejected as not 
having enough Soo content, but soon I was 
on my way, writing for the Soo magazine as 
well as the hobby magazines. My first effort 
was on modeling a cornfield and published 
in Railroad Model Craftsman. The photos 
were taken on John’s layout.

One thing led to another, and soon I 
had written a book (on Waupaca) and con-
tinued to write articles and began to give 
clinics. For obvious reasons, my Authors 
Certificate was the first applied for. With 
that in hand, I decided to go for it and 
get my MMR. With the help and encour-
agement of Marv and Mark Preussler, I 
applied for my next three certificates in 

the summer of 2007. Because I had writ-
ten articles about many of the structures 
and equipment I had modeled for my lay-
out (my layout was featured in the June 
2008 Model Railroader) it was not hard to 
complete the paperwork and get my final 
certificates. I am a trainmaster in the Fox 
Valley Division, which led to my Volunteer 
Certificate.

I have a BS degree in Ornamental 
Horticulture from the University of Illinois 
and am currently employed at a perennial 
grower in northern Illinois. I am married to 
my lovely wife, Audrone, and have a teenage 
stepson, Kornelius.

David has earned the following cer-
tificates: Model Railroad Author, Master 
Builder—Structures, Master Builder 
—Scenery, Master Builder—Prototype 
Models, Association Volunteer, Model 
Railroad Engineer—Electrical, Master 
Builder—Cars.

Introducing the best deal 
in model railroading.

Join the NMRA for 6 months for just $9.95*!
 Easy access to one of the world’s largest railroad libraries
 Experience fellowship and fun with other members in your area
 Get low rates on special insurance for your layout or collection
 Receive 6 monthly issues of Scale Rails magazine
 Be a part of programs like “Modeling With The 

Masters,” Estate Counseling, contests and more!

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

Phone (         )

Email

 Check  Credit card

Credit Card #

Credit Card Exp. 

Signature

So much bang.
So few bucks.

Visit www.nmra.org to see what you’re missing!

Alsoavailable in Canada!

Fill out this form and include your payment.  U.S.: Send
$9.95 (U.S.) to NMRA-Rail Pass Membership, 4121 Cromwell
Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119. Canada: Send $9.95
(Cdn) to NMRA-Canadian Rail Pass Membership, 69
Schroder Cres., Guelph, ON  N1E 7B4, Canada.  

*Rail Pass offer is for new members and
those who have not been NMRA mem-
bers for two years or more.  Individuals
can join at Rail Pass rates only once; mem-
bership renewal will be at the regular
membership rate.  Rail Pass members can
attend conventions and participate in
contests, but cannot vote or hold office
and will not receive a New Member Pak. 


